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The tax bill ^kic'i is now before tbe House
of Delegates contains a provision which im¬

poses upoD railroad companies sueh taxes a*

are now boroe by private individuals. Hereto¬
fore this has not been the case, and the only
taxes required of railroads aod canals were such
as were imposed for State purposes, which
were paid directly into the State treasury, and
these ompanies were totally exempt from ail
levies for county, school or towuship purposes,
the heaviest burthens under the present sys¬
tem of taxation. It is supposed that when the
!&>t tax bill was matured in the committee this
liii .ortant item of revenue to couuties through
which railroads pass was omitted through in¬
advertence, and in that shape was passed by
the Legislature. With this new feature en¬

grafted upon the bill now under consideration
by the IL use tbe subjects tor taxation for the

city aod couoty of Alexandria will be largely
increased, individual taxes will be diminished,
and tbe constitutional requirement that taxa¬

tion shall be equal and uniform will be com¬

plied with.

The grand jury have examioed no additional
witnesses in tbe case of ex-Secretary of War
Belknap this week, aod the case is at a stand
st'll. The grand jury have examined U. M.
Adims, Clerk of the House, and 31 r. William
To uilinson, the brother of Mr3. Belkuap, aud

they called several members of the Congres¬
sional Committee who protesting against giving
evidence were excused. From the fact that
xMr. Tomlinson was examined tit great length,
it is supposed that he made some explanation
of some of fhe features of the case. It is thought
that uuless the attendance of Mr. Marsh can be
secured the crimioal prosecution is at an ei;d.

The jury of inquest summoned to investigate
the cause of the Narrow Passage bridge disas¬
ter, by which eleven persons were killed and
sevou wouuded, concluded their labors yester¬
day, and found that the deceased came to

their death from the resu't of the aeciieut.
as everybody knew before. It was anticipated
by some that tbe Baltimore and Ohio Railroad
Company would be censured by the jury, but
no sueh censure was passed.

It is dow said that the reas>n Hailed Kil-
boum refuted to give evidence before the Con¬
gressional committee investigating the real es¬

tate pool ot Washington aod submitted to im
prisoooieot io the common jail of Washington,
is that if he does testify he must implicate the
President.

The result of the election iu New Ilaojp-
shire is out unexpected, and only sh^ws that
the Radicals are joiued to their idols and would
out acknowledge ttieir belief io the corruption
of the preaeut administration though a witness

came from the sky. Plymouth Church sus¬

tains Beecher.

The State Conservative Committee met iu
Richmond to day to determiue the lime and
plaoe for holding a State Convention, with a

view to the appointment of delegates to the
National Convention, electors, and a

thorough organization of the party.

The amendment to the city charter of Alex¬
andria providing for the election by the people
of all the officers heretofore elected by the City
Council, has passed both hous-.s of the Legis-
Hture, and only requites the siauature of the
Governor to became a law.

The Maryland Annual Conlerenco of the M.
P. Church, lately iu session at L>nohburg,
is-ued a call for a Geueral Convention ot the
Church to which they belong, to meet iu Balti¬
more in 1877.

Hon. Benjamin Wilaou, of ihe First West
Virginia distriot, who has beeu ill in Washing
tou some days with typhoid fever, is not ex

peoted to live.

The total expenses of the Alexandria Fire
Department, two steamers and a hot.k and lad¬
der company, for the past year, were only
$4 841.

Important Proceedings Against Gen.
Mauone's' Railroad Company.!.» the
U. ited States Circuit CiUit yesterday Francis
Skiddy, Wm. Butler Duncan, and S. L. M.
Barlow, ot the city, county, and State of N-w
York, through Henry T. Wickham, e.q., filed
a bill of complaint against the Atlantic, Missis¬
sippi and Onio Railroad Cowpauy, ot whieh
they are trustees uudcr a heavy mortgage. Iu
consequence of the failure to pay iuterest and
couipiy with the terms of the mortgage, the
trustees ask that the mortgage be foreclosed.
The proceedings contemplated are similar to
those taken in the case of the Chesapeake and
Ohio Railroad Company.
The process, made returnable on the first

Monday in April, was 6ervod in Petersburg
yesterday by Colonel W. E. Nye, United Stales
Deputy Marshal, on Mr. Cuthbeit, an officer
of the Adantio, Mississippi and Onio Railroad
Company.
The most profound secrecy was observed^

the issuing of the process. Not only was the
cleik of the court enjoined not to divulge a woid
of me proceedings, nut Colonel Nye was also
made to promise that he would neither by word
n>r act let the matter leak out until he had serv¬

ed the process.
The clerk of the court, M. F. Pleasants, was

visited by one of our reporters last night. He
positively refused either to tell what was in
the bill or to go to his office where he had the
papers.
The solicitors for tho trustees are Shipman,

Birlow, Laroquer, aod McFarland, of New
York, and H. T. Wickham, of Richmond.
General Mahone is now in New York It is

thought that he will make a strong <iff rt to

have himself .appointed receiver..Richmond
Dispatch. I

FOKE1UN NEWS.

The Ministerial statement was read yester¬
day in both brandies of the French Legisla¬
ture. Ii rpeaks o! th»! Lie public as established
by tlu- election of two Assemblies by universal
suffrage; that 'he Republic must rest upon the
sacred laws of religion, morai'y, respect tor
pri'p- r y and mu-tr jeci thou- warlike adven
tur<.s ti. wiii h jovomuient* h v to . of'cn en-

uu-ed. i he t»u«iwill be balanced without
inciva-e id' tax ii<»n, but will insure the reim-
turseuuu' ot the d<*bt due tin* Batk ol hrauc-'.
I'h>* relations with foreign Powers will >o ¦¦

tinue pacific.
In the Hri'ish House of Onrnm »ns, yester

day, it wis announced that th>; difficulties be
tweeu Corea and Japan bad been settled by
n> g diatiou, and aho that China bad assured
J.i an t a t she would not paiticipate in the
dill', reaces.
The late defeat of the Abjssinians has been

followed by a ruju-st for peace, and hustiliii-s
are suspended to await the result ot' uegotia-
lion^.
The decline in silver ia a leading topic

abroad. The Loudon Times says it seems evi¬
dent that silver as a standard ol value has bad
its day in Europe.

It is now stated that Greece offers to form u

defensive and oifousive treaty with iservia and
11 mmauia.
.The Jxiviaus are said to be preparing to

take the tiold against the Turks in defiance of
Austria, confident of the sympathy of Russia.
Roumania has paid the tribute due to 1 ur-

key, but the request for commutation is op
posed by the Porte.
A portiou of thi Austrian Lmdwehr is to

b<> couceuteated io Crotia, Tyrol and its vi¬
cinity.

Belgrade Was illumiuated on Monday in
honor of the late victory over the Abyssiuians.

NKWS OF THE DAY.

The Democrats of the third Oounectieut dis¬
trict have nominated D-.vid A. Welles for Con¬
gress to till the vacancy caused by the death ot
11. B. Starkweather, aud the Republicans oi
the third Connecticut district have nominated
11 »n. John T. Wait for Congress, io place ol
the late li. H. ;-turkweaiher.
An attempt to assassinate the Mexican revo¬

lutionary general, Diaz, at Browusville, Texas,
on Monday night, created much indignation.
The gu 'tv party w is arrested, but at the in¬
stance ot Du.z was released.

Senor Cruces, the Spanish gentleman sup¬
posed ti> have been abducted, has been fouud
at the Eastern ilotcl, New Yoik, under an as¬

sumed name.

Tiib Proposed Chesapeake and Ohio
Canal Extension..The report ot M jor Mer-
rili, ot Hie engineer corps, on th- continuation
and completion of the Chesapeyk; and Ohio
Canal, says the narrowest place through whieli
a passage must be fouud for the canal is just
above Cumberland Here the space betweeu
the two halves of Will's n.ountain is occupied
by two Hues of railroad ou one bank and the
national road ou the other. The plan recom¬
mended cousists substantially in widening the
stream as far as possible, sustaining the sides
t-y vertical walls ot masonry, and then pl&oing
the canal iu the bed aud isolating it from Will's
crock by a strong masonry division wall. M j >r

Merrili regards slaik water navigation below
Counellsviile, with locks of bar^s, as better
than an indi p'dent canal. He expresses the
opinion that iu a few years steam will be iu
general u.-e on all first class canals. The esti
mates tor the total cost of a first-class canal
trom Cumberland, Md., to Conuellsvillc, Pa.,
and of a system of locks aud dams on the
Youghiogbeny from the latter placj to Mc-
K-'esport, on the Monogubeia, wheuco to Pit's-
burg there is a slack-water s>s:em in actual
operation, foot up $24,237,080. M.-j^r Meirill
says these estimates wwuiu have been material¬
ly reduccd it tho dimensions of the line had
been restricted to those ou the existing canal,
but he estimated for a canal larger than the
Erie, becau.sc it wis evident that che route from
Cumberland to Puit>burg c-'Uid havuiitile claim
for national aid unless it should prove practica¬
ble for a canal of the width and depth necessary
for the mor-t economical transportation. He
says that bo is happy to state that fie believes
such a canal practicable on this line. From
Cumberland to George's cr<'< k the estimate for
the cost of the canal is $2,238,244.
A Sad, Sad Storv..-Yesterday Constable

Pumphrey received a dispatch from Richmond
to arrest for safekeeping a youug girl Darned
Maggie Williams, aged IS years, wlio had left
her home iu that city last Wednesday, and
who it was thought had taken up her r< sidence
at a house of ill-repute iu this city, kept by a

Madame George. Constable Pumphrey lound
the girl iu the hou?e Mo. 3 Cove htreet, corner

of Metcai's lane, aud k-ipt by a mulatto wo-

mau named Margtret (Jopelaud. Ou being
brought before tuc Mayor the girl, who is frail
and delicate in appearance, acknowledged that
she had left her hum ; from the fact that she
had been ill trea.ed and abused by her family,
and stated that if she was returned to them
she wutild not remain, but would seek shelter
at iier grandmother's, iu Louisa couuty. She
further stated that she had beeo virtuous up
to the time of her departure from home, and
ha : she been treated with kindness would have
remained so; she was a dressmaker, aud had
come from Richmond iu company with a wo¬
man nam.d Maggie George. The girl duriog
the examination eviuced some feeling. The
Mayor ordered her to be confined iu suitable
quarters at tho station house until the proper
parties from R ehmund claim her. They have
been teiegtapued to..Norfolk Virginian.
This is the girl wtth whose seducttou T.

Spicor Curlet, the Ridical member ot the Leg¬
islature, is charged, but it would seem that ho
cannot oe couvteted, judging from the reputa¬
tion she bore before he became her lover.

The Richmond Journal gives the following
lugubrious account of Radical affairs in the
Stale:
"Republican prospicts in Virginia, for some

cause not neces?ary to be explaiued, seem

rather bmt ju>t dow. Messrs Alfred Morton,
William F. Giddiugs and Samuei F. Madd ox
have just returned from Washiugion, where
they had been to obtain the Republican key¬
note aud cue f r the ensuing Presidential elec¬
tion, but they gut uo comfort. Under the tn-

sp:ration of recent developments Grant was

mojdy, taciturn an 1 nou-oemmunicative. In
deed, they w-re «iven to under.-tand that no
mou- y w>uid be spent here by procurement ol
the National Executive Rcpublioan Commit¬
tee; that it had beeu resolved to let V.rgiuia
go to the devil, and the private and offieiai
Virginia R"publicaus rnu.^t take care of ihem
selves as best th>T cau. A general distrust of
Graut is reported iu Washington, aud Repub¬
lican hopes are at the lowest ebb, so tar as suc¬

cess in the future is eoucerued. This is the
latest and most authentic,"

The Seuate Committee on Foreign Relat ons

have agreed to make an adveise rtcommenda¬
tion on the nomination of Richard H. Dana,
of M::ss ichusetts, to be Minister to England.
The most earnest opponent to his confirmation
has been Geu. B. F. Butler. i,

CITY COUNCIL.

The regular semi ojooihiy meeting of the
City Council was held last night.

BOARD OP ALDKRMKN.
N<« quorum was obtained iu tliis Board uotil

eight o'clock, when all the members were

present except Mr. Smoot.
A r'solution was received fiorn the Common

Council in regani to changes in 'he charter of
ho ci'v
AI:. 31 Keuzic supposed (hat the passage of

the re*oiuiioo was not necessary, as the char¬
ter amendments had been pass-.'d by one house
of'iht General Assembly, and it was toiiate
«t» uiiike alterations. He moved to lay the res¬

olution on th- tahl*, but, at the .suggestion of
Dr. Ji'hn^.ju, madid: d his moiioo to let it lie
.Vt r.
A resolution to pave the .sidewalk on the

east side of Fayette street, beiwieu Kiug and
Carm-ron, was n ad.

Mr. >1 K-m z e asked the cost
Mr. D ;Wi;h iiD did not thiok it would be

very expensive. !Hie pavement was very neces¬

sary, on account of the passengers comiug from
the late arul early tra-na.

Mr. M;K nzie thought it would not be use¬

ful unless gas lamps were put there.
Mr. Downham again urged the necessity for

the pavement.
Dr. J huson said the citizens on I he square

wanted the improvement made. The action
of Council was concurred in.
The act in retard to flagmen coming in from

the Common Council, referred to a special
committee,

Dr. Johnson said some of the members of
the other Board wanted imprij-onment added
to ilie penalty, lie thought (he penalty hi-avy
enough. All he wanted was some protection
lor t he ci''Z ns.
The action of Council was concurred in, and

Me-srs Dowuham and Beach were appoiuted
on the p-irt of this Board.

Mr. McKeuzie offered a resolution allowing
a stay (ft til) days in tearing up the St. Asaph
street railroad track. He said the company
only w luted time to obtain Ienislation from the
General Assembly; that then they would ar¬

range with the property owners.
Mr. Dowuham th uulit the company had

had tim» enough, and were only trying to
ignore th c;iy altogether.
Mv. Ne:»ie >aw no otje.'tion to the passage

of Use resoluti u; a bill would be passed by
the Legislature and the property holders satis¬
fied.

Mr. Dow' h im again opposed delay.
Mr. MuK ; zie favored (iie reso uiiou.
Mr. Downliam said the railr ad company

had failed to identify themselves with the city
i y the purchase of any property or otherwise.
The stree was bs ing used for a freight depot
ui> re thm iv r, and in defiance of the actiou
of Council. He commented severely on the
actons of the company.
Mr. Mi K-'i Z'e suppo-ed that no one would

favor a freight depot on the street. He hoped
delay would be granted.

Dr. Jonoson did not agree with his col-
le igU'\ He favored a ?usj ension, believing
thai it would aid h s constituents in getting
dan-ages from the company. He had h ard
many complaints abi ut the freight on the side-
wa ks. He wi>! ed that all the .-id'-walk- were
covered with freight from the Virginia House
to the river. The proper'v holders at the
point named were the nly ones who had a

rijiht 10 complain of the lauding of freight
there

Mr. B;ach said the passage of th: resolu¬
tion S'. itLd no question. I' on<y afforded an

opportunity for making a satisfactory arrange
nier t bew'en 'h company and ;he prop.r;y
owner?. Unless something like this was pas»od
the trains would have 11 be stopped.

Mr. Mjore moVvd to make the time thirty
days.

Mr. Beacli thought ih tiu«e t> o sh rt.
Mr. N-.u!i- agreed with Mr. Beach, as he

. understood thi; u w-ubi be difficult to net the
bi!i up in the House of Deleg'Ccs.

Mr. Mi. ore a>k'.*«i il the ciupany had made
any uj<-ve toward.- fixing up this mailer.

Mr. Nea'c said they were waiting the actioD
of'th L gishuuri'.

Mr. D wni.am r iterated his objections, de¬
claring that this was only a dodge to get ahead
of the city.

Mr. Beach asked if the gentleman spoke by
authority or only from his uwu ideas.

Mr. D wuaam said he spoke from observa-
tion.

Dr. Johnson again stated his position, and
favoreu the passage, of the resolution. He
thought th.ir renting a depot was better than
building one.

Mr. Moore said there were many points be
did uot understand, and. wltile he was not op-
pused to railtoads, tic wanted them to pay for
the use of the streets. Hu withdrew his
amendment.

Dr. J hnson made a statement of the amount
to bp g lined and lost by the city by icariug up
or leaving the track.
Tnc resolunou was then adopted.
On 'he p< titioo of the fiJoutheru and Aflan-

tie Telegraph Company,
Mi. D >wnham thought it should be laid on

the tabie.
Dr. Johnson said a prejudice existed against

the telegraph companies on account of the tax

placed by them on telegrams; but they were

very necessary to business as much so as rail¬
roads. The difficulty could all be settled in
the Revenue bill.
Mr. Downham recited t hr; action of the com¬

panies iu putting on the ten cent tax, and said
lie would never vote to give them more pnvi
leges.

I he resolution was laid on the table.
A resolution in regard to the removal of the

Washington Navy Y;;rd to this city was re
ceived IrtMii the Common Council.

Mr. McKj-nzie did not believe that the mat¬
ter would amount to anything. The disposi¬
tion of Congress was to put things out by con¬

tract and abolish navy yards. Congress would
Dot put two navy yards iu Virgioia We
would have first to go bick into the District.
He thought it all nonsense, and would ooly be
used for somebody to ride into Congress upon.
They had better appoint a committee to urge
the completion of the W & O. R. R

Dr. Johnson concurred with Mr. MoKenzie
as to the resolution.

Mr. McK-nzie commented at some length
n tiie re.-ulution, ridiculing the idea of the

placing of the yard here, and ou his motion the
resolution was laid on the table.

Mr. D iwnhism offerred the following bill.
An Act to amen paragraph.- 13and 14 ot chap¬

ter S i f the C ty Ordinances concerning Gas
W>rks and Li.<ht

1. lie it enacted by the B .ard of A'der-
meo, the Common Council concurring, That
pa-aijraph 13 and 14 of chanter 8 of the City Or¬
dinances be, and are hereby amended and re-
enacted to rend as follows :

Pan-.graph 13.Tbe Superintendent shall de¬
liver the biiis for gas consumed on or before the
firstday of e*ch month to the Auditor, and take
his receipt for the same. The Auditor shall de¬
liver said bills to the Corporation Treasurer,
take his receipt and charge the amouni of bills
so delivered t . the City Treasurer. It shall be
tue duty ot the Tre surer to advertise m the
daily papers for tea (10) day3 that the gas bills
are fn his hanHs for collection, *nd that a dis¬
count of 5 per ct. wili be allowed on all bills
paid on or before Lhe specified time, at the expi¬
ration of which it shall b? tbe du^y of the Treas¬
urer to return all unpaid bil s tu the Auditor,
who will re.eipt for thi same and place the
amount so received to the credit of the City
Treasury, and return them to the duperii.tan-
dent of G".s and take his receipt therefor. All
monies so collected shall be kept separate from
the general funds.
Be it turther enacted, That for thfe extr^ duties

hereby imposed upon the Auditor and Treasur¬
er a commission of one pei cent, shall be allow¬
ed on aii monies so collected until their roipe''-
tivo terms of office expire, afier which such
coiumi sions shall coase. <

Paragraph 14-Tbe Superintendent of Gas
Works is instructed to charge for gas supplied
from the works on and after the fift0'"n'h JV^ -ay
nf M rch eighteen hand rod and seventy-six,
(1870 )two d.i!lnr« and fifty corMi- W)l>' r 'h"us'i.d with disco.,aol6perctud wh^p».dwithin the time advertised by tne^iroaBurer.
When any bill shall rem .in unpaid after the
time shall elapse by law, it shall be th« duty ol
the Superintendent to collect the same uecording
to law and iho said Superintendent s.iai. return
no bills uneollected to the Committee on Lip.it.
except under oath that he can find no goods be¬
longing to delinquents with which to sutisly shi

0,1bolt further enacted, That ail acts and Paris
of acts in coi.flict with the above paragraphs are

hereby repealed.
In support of his biil he said, that gross

frauds had been perpetrated under the present
system, and he thought that ail rnon'y* should
pass through the hands ol the Auditor and
Treasurer.

,.. i,Or. Johnson moved that I hi; bill lie over. It

was a verv' importai.t one, aud should bo well
considered No Clerk of the (Jus Works was

uecossary auyliuW
Mr. Dowham sa;d some person to keep <u -

accounts was necessary, call himwhaty u l-u>.
His bill, however, would dispense with either
the Clerk or Superintend- nr. lie thought it
necessary that some reduction should be made
iu the price of gas.
The bill was laid over.

.

The report of the Fir- Wardens was received
from the Common Council, aud the Clerk was

proc'edint: to read it, when
Mr. McKvozie moved that it be received

without readiug.
Dr. Johnson wanted thw report read. i uese

Wardens continued, in defiance ol law, to ex¬

pend several thousand dollars each year with
out giving any security whatever. This was a

very important report, a matter ol fix or seven

thousand dollars to the city aod should not be
siurred over.

.

At the sugge.-tinu ol Mr. Mcivm zie, the re¬

port wis laid over u-itil the next meeting
Dr. Johuson eff- r.d a resolution referring

the question of the eligibility of the Mayor lor
elecuoQ to a third term to a committee, con¬

sisting of Messrs. B.'uch and N>iale. to sup-
poit of his resolution ho s-»id :

Mr. President:.As some people are agitating the
question of tbe meaning of the lauguugeof section
VA% of the City Charter, it is probably well to take a
look at the. section iu order to ascertain what it
does sav, aud what it was really inteuded to mean
iu reference to the election of Mayor. The section

says : "The mayor of the city of Alexaudria shall
be auuually elected by the qualified voters at the
times and places and iu the manner that members
of the city council are elected; provided that the
present Incumbent of said office shall hold his< ffice
for the time for which he was elected under the ex¬

isting laws. He shall hold bis officc lor oue year,
and until a successor is chosen and qualities iu his

stead, at the expiration of which period he may
be re-elected for two te:ms successively, aud no
longer until he shall have been out of office for one

year." It will be observed that this quotation from
from section :>4 contains a provision: "f>n)V'(1(jflthat the present incumbent of said office shall holu
his office lor the time for which he was elected nu-.
der the existing laws. 1 he question readily arise?,
why was this provision made, aud was the provi iou

only intended to relate to the then "present lueurn-

bent," or was it designed to apply to a perpetua
succession of "present incumbents » It was not

certainly the intention of the committee who framed,
or the City Council that passed the section under
examination, that th«- mayor should be eligible to a

third term of office, but was changed, as it now
reads in passiug througti the legislature at the in¬

stance) aud to accommodate the tnen "present in-,
cumfcent." It was thus changed in a hurried man-
ner, aud the hurry of the amendment by the legis- j
lature, gave this section the semblance of ambigui¬
ty. "The present incumbent'' referred to in ttie
section, told, I am informed, our del-gates then in
the legislature, that if the section relative to delta
ing the term of the office of major, were pa*se.l as
It was sent from the City Council it would preclude
him from being a cauiJidale for the mayoralty In
the then ensuing spring, and in accordance with
the protcstaut's wishes, the section was amended to
provide a chance of a re-election of the then "pre-
sent incumbent." Indeed th" protestant declared,
that if thesection passed by the City Couueil were
not amended xcepting the then said "present in-
cutnbent" that it would rule him out altogether, and
the exception was made for the benefit of the then
mayor, aud not for his successors iu office. This
historical act ol special legislation, stands to-<lay
as a good example of the harm aud inconve¬
nience which now and then occur from the unwise,
if not corrupt or criminal practrice, which legisla¬
tors sometimes fall iuto, of shaping laws to benefit
partisans who may be temporary occupants of
officc. This provision, and the interpretation which
I nave given it, was the understanding of those who
were familiar with the subject at the time of the
passage of the present charter by the legislature..
The people haTe always regarded the office ol may- |
or as one entirely of honor, and they expect the!
man whom they elect to the position to be one who |
will so regard it, and not endeavor, bv an uneasy
desire to get the place, or to retain it after he has
once attained it, to show a disposition to make a |
trade or avocation of it. The great mass of the
people are neither office-seekers uor office holders, ,

aud they very pr .perly think that when they have
honored a citizen by an election to the position r

Mayor and have complimented him by h re-election,
that his ambition, as f r at least as the inaynrality
is concern d, thould have received a sufficient
gratification and that he ought to modestly ste;>
aside and allow, without continually olfering his
services, some one else to do, for awhile, the honors
of mayor. Th re is very jus'ly a growing avei sion

in the minds of the people against the disposi tion
of office holders to make trades or avocations of the
places o honor and trust to which'hey have b, u

elected, and they think that all offices should be
open to an equal and impartial competition without
having their cbauces of making good ud lair se¬
lections for rotation in office, encumbered by the
pretense, that because h man has been once elected
to an official position, that such offic.) has b come

to him what the necessity of a trade or profes-iou is
to others. Therefore the peop'e believe in thy
economy of rotation in office, and they like occa¬

sionally to liiive the pleaeure of saying to their
officers, as they modestly depart from the lascina-
tiug realms of official authority, "Well done thou
good and faithful servants" aud not to have su.-h
officers draw out th ir long and reluctant time al¬
ter they have had their day, until wearied by their
inordinate .hirst and chicauery tor pluces ot trust
and emolument th y nave to tell them, by hu un¬

mistakable majority, to step down and out, to give
place to those wh >m they think will possess more

modesty and less selfishness. Few office seekers and
office-holders are without immense humility in their
unceasing desire to be the servants of the people,
and some will show themselv- s so extremely hum¬
ble as t go to the absolute expense oi buying voles
to gain a covertcd place; while very few have dis¬
cernment enough to k ow when the p oplc are

tired of them. The uneasy longing lor office, and
the irresistible anxiety to make iiumod st otforts to
retain . fficial position after it has once been attain
ed, have spoiled the polit cal prospect- of many an

ambitious genius, whose otherwise good qualities,
might have made him useful, as well as oruameu-
tal to the bo.iy politic.

Mr. McK'j'-ZiO suggested that the committee
being lawyers, their opiniuns were Wurib noth¬
ing uutil paid for.

iMr. Beach said that aoy action Council
might take wuuid amouut to nothing, and this
matter would have to be settled by the courts.

Dr. Jotmson again sp ike in favor ot Ins res¬

olution, but at the suiiuesuon of Mr. Beicb,
consented that it lie over uutil the uext uuot-

iog.
COMMON COUNCIL.

The Common Couucii met last night with a

good atteodauce within the H iard, the se;ita

outside the bar being also tilled.
A petitiou from tho Southern and Atlantic

Telegraph Co. for permission to erect pules iu
the c.ty coming up,
Mr. Hopkins mjved that it be referred to

the Corporation Attorney with a r-q iest to

prepare a bill that ahuuid, it po.ksible, protect
the citi2'.'u« from the exturtiou of ten ccuts ad¬
ditional ou all telegrams sent from here,put on

by the companies, as they say, to pay tor their
Corporation licer.s: tax.
The Corporation Auorney, who was present,

.aid that tho Western U.iijo Teie>mp)i Com-
pauy held its rights in tue city ir>>m the old
Mor«e Company, a provision iu whose chatter
was that it should chargu no more than regu¬
lar rates.

The petition was referred.
Mr. Hughes introduced a resolution looking

to the appointment of a committee to secure a
reduction in the Si ate assessment on the muni¬
cipal property. He said that the city property
was assessed at about double its value, aud
thai while it was not certain that the Legisla¬
ture would tai municipal pruperty, yet it was

important that the assessment should be placed
at tin proper rate. The reaolutiou was agreed
to.
A communication was read from Dr. John¬

son asking that the receut resolution for pay¬
ing his bill tor repairs of the Friendship engiue
hou.se be so woditied that he couid draw the
money vfhioh he had laid out.
Mr. Latham could see no means by which

the erni tbac Dr. Johnson wished c u'd be ac¬

complished.
Mr Risheill said that the Corporation At-

t< ru'.y could explaiu the difficulties which were
in the way.

C'iiy Attorney Stuart said that it seemed to
have evidently been the object of (Joaocil to
secure the transfer of the Friendship House
fee simple and possession to the city. But in

the deed proposed to be given the Friendship
Company re.-erved toitsell the right to use the
bouse as an engine house so long as the oom

pany existed. Under these ciroumstances be
huU declined to approve the deed.

Mr. Ho| k-ns introduced a resolution to pay
D . JohmW* bill, which waB laid on the table.
y> -»>, 9; uay-, 6 The communication was then
ordered to be received.
A uommuu.cation relative to paving King

stfot With wood haying unoo read,
Mr. Smith t-»vored a special assessment ol

the property holders ou King street f*.r the re¬

pair ol the street.
Mr. H opkius doubted the right of Council

to make such an assc-Mnmt.
Mr. L=»tham I'avorMd ihe reso'u'iou of Mr.

Hopkins, iutroduCv'd at a former meeting, look¬
ing to the repair of that street, lie thought a

cooble stone puveuunt the best kind of pave¬
ment.
Mr. Hughes urged that there had always

be n an understanding that th^ property hold
ers should pay fur th first paviug. but that all
repairs stiouid b; mid.: by the city, unless
tin re was a cbaigo of grade. H i asked it
tln r. w.i.4 :i.»ta bila ic; left ov -r by thy Board
ol P inhc Works, and what had become of ii.

M." Broders.There wj- a debt of $2 8U0
lef: i>vcr which the city had to pay.

Mr. liisNeill.D; you imagine that the
Boaid of Pubic Works would have gone out
uf cxi-toncj u.« long as any money n mained?

Tlh communication was referred.
Mi*, li tpki'is, in introducing a resolution for

tb«- appointment ol'a committee to present the
udvauiages of AhxandrU as a sit: tor a navy
yard to a commi'tue of Congress and the Sec-
iet'.r> of (he Navy, made some utavCiueuts rel
ative to the -utj-et. thought, although
fcO'.ne gun le.nen set-mod disposed to ridicule
the uia ter, t. ia( the resolution oould do no
ha:m and might do good.

M.. La; ham aaid tne paper was innocent
:jn I ii-'.ffensive, but it was useless, aBd the
ui j >n wou d full about the same time the navy
yard w.i» put iiere. He merely said this to
sh )W that lie did uut ridicule the proposition.
The resolution was agreed to.
The subj ft of the city printing was called

up, ami Aldenuau Johnson, who was preseut/
made a statement as from the Committee or/
General Laws. He said thar the (jaz-tto, un\
dor a coorrac- made five or six years ago (for a\
reduction of $ m the usual rat»s) received some
$360 or per year for pubhshii g the offi
c.al proceedings of Cou.'ioil; but thai some ofch-j
er Corporation advertisements were printed iu»

:o'h th * daily papers of the town, the amount]
pai i f >r printing being dividtd to that cx:euf.£
A icsoiuiion. received from thj Board ol Al-j

dermen, to buy 400 feet of hose for the Friendl
ship Company coming up, and the question
being on a concurrence, |Mr. Rishiel moved to refer to the Fire Warf
dens.
Mr. Latham hoped that it would be the

pleasure of C -uneii to take a votj. aod that it
wuuld not be given to somebody else to lay it
inns grave.

Mr. II ipkins urued that the deficit wnull be
t( o great this year to allow thj purchase uf
host*.

Mr. Evans favored ihe appropriation. The
.Jtcami r-i could not wor^ on the four inch w ii-.t
mains, and oo the subuits generally A haud
engine company waa tor this> reason a nece.-s ty.

Mr. Smi h stirj tha> the Wardens told him
last night that hey had now 2500 feet of hose,
and Hfi engine -tationcd at (he corner of K rg
nnu Washingtou streets would reach any house
iu the Corp. ration.

Mr. Huirlr'S thought that 'he Wardens
we e conducting the d-parttu^ot at an expense
less th u it cos? ro conduct a single co.i.puu) in
Biitiujorc. Ho beld that volumes hand en¬

gine companies maie schools lor the peniten¬
tiary.
Mr Latham spoke wi h much (eelimr. vin-

dicutog the hand engine companies. He was
sure that there hai been as many iticendiiry
tires lately un.ier (he paid steam engine system
;ts betore the war, wrien the hand engine sys¬
tem was in operation, and thought the Ho ;k
an 1 L vider Company had boen of more ser-
vie th in both the steam engines.

Mr. Hughes said he had not referred to the
mem hi rs of hand companies, but to the run¬
ners that gathered around them. He cx
pressed ih" opinion that seven out of loo Ores
which hud happened ho-re were ino.'udiary.
st>:y.times to mak.* the insurance, aud other
time- to create an excitement.
T o resolution Wis referred, and af't>r pass¬

ing a resoluiion authorizing the Finance Com¬
mittee ro etuphty an expert el-';k to iXimine
the b 'oks of the Auditor, Mayor, Treasurer
and Tax Collectors-, the Council adjourned.

LEtiiSLA'i'iVE.

Among the bills passed iu the Virginia House
of Delegates, last Monday, was a Senate bill
giving to k< upers of loirdiugor lodging houses
a lien upon the baggage and effects (oo the
premises) of hoarders, with whom special agree¬

ments h;ive been made, for such sums us may
De due for board or lodging. It authorizes the
retentioo of s: ui-i lor thirty days, and uuless
the bill be paid within that time, it may be
sold at auction to satisfy it.

In the ts.x hill so far as considered in the
H use, the m rchants' license tax remains the
s.me as lust year. Governor Smith offered an

amenduieut, which, if adopted, would have
made the tax on all amruots not only up to
§60 000, but in excess of that, thirty cents ou
ttie hu died dollars. This Judge Crump, Mr.
ijilman, Mr. Stu-irt, and Col Armstrong con¬
tended w -u'd effectually break up the whole¬
sale trad-* of the cities and drive larger dealers
out of business. The amendment was vot d
down with great unanimity. The tax on ordi¬
naries, r- p «rted by the c< rnmittee, was agreed
to, viz: $50 iiceose for poicea with less than
2 000 inhabitants, and $100 license wnen the
oopuiation exceeds 2.000. There ia no tax of
2$ per cent, oo sales as formerly. This gave
collector* a great deal of trouble and produced
no revenue worth speaking of.

Id tre Hou-e the bill to amend the charter
of the towu of Fairfax, io Fairfax county, was
dismissed.

In the Senate the House bill to imeod sec¬
tion 23 of chapter 100 < f the Code, io relation
to free schools, W:ts passed.

In the House, Mr Piersoo presented a peti¬
tion of citiz 'os of Fairfax county for the pas
sage of a >pecial road law for that oounty,
which was referred.

Th>* House also pa&s^d the bill to amend the
charter of Alexaodria.
The Senate passed a biil to define and set

ft>rth ihe corporate rights.franchises, privih g< s
and obligations of the Potomac, Fredericks-

burg aud Fiedmoot Railroad Company, and to
gram addiuoual lrauchise to said c »mp'iny.Iq the Virginia Estate Seoate, yesterday*the
followiog bills were pass>d: Providiug' lor
working convicts od the Milton aod Southern
Narrow Gaug- Riilway; also incorporation the
Norfolk Dock Improvement Company; enc ur-
aging laud purchasers and iti.m'i.'raois to Vir-
muia; inco> poratmg the V.itii uard ofFreed ur
incorporating ihc Botetuuit Library Company'
roiaiivc to roads in Wythe c -unsy, aod allowing
certain privileges ^superintendents of the puur.
The bill relutive to a special Court of Appeal's
was debated.

Id the House ao advers* report was made
00 the bill difiuing the limits of ihe peoneuti-
ary. E. C. Powell, delegate from Dinwiddle,
was sworn io. A letter relative to the deficit
io the school funds was read from the Auiitor.
Speeches were reduced to ten miuutcn by reso*
luiioo (oo other subjects than the tax bill.)The rest of the day was coo-.um.id in the dis¬
cussion of the tax bill.

CONOBUSS.

The foilow:og proceedings of Congress yes¬
terday are ad litiooal to those published iu the
Gaz :lte of that day :

Io the Senate bills were reported to incorpo¬
rate the Mu'.uil Protection Insurance Com¬
pany and the Natiooal Surgical It.-atituto of
the District of Columbia; also the Georgetowu
and Teunallytown Railroad Company, I'he
joint resolution aliuwlog Rear Admiral Altuy
to accept a decoration from the King ul the
Hawaiian Islands was pas-cd.

In the House the bill to transfer the ludiau
Bureau to the War Departmeot was made the
special order for two weeks !rom Thursday
next. Mr. Glover, from the committee ou the
Di-triot real estate pool, submitted a report
concerning thcAufusul of ilallot' Kibnurn to
answer certain questions, aod offered u resolu¬
tion, which was adopted, directing the Sor-
geant-3t Arms to arrest him and hring Itiui bo-
fore the bar of the House. Tin Sergeant-at-
Aruis afterwards appeared with the rccui-abt
witness, who submitted a written atgutiieut,
after which, ,«tiil d<clining to answer the qu-.-s-
tions uf the committee, he was recommitted to
tin; cu»t0'ly *'1 the Svrg» aut at Aim-, to be
kept in the couiujoj j itl ol th-j Dis:rie; of Co¬
lumbia until he shall purge himself.

VIKUI3KA XKWS.

At a barn raising in Pittsylvania county, lasi
Saturday, a well kri wi white Radical and au

ast-ociatu of ne*.T"es, stabbed and kil.jd one ue-

gro, and seriously iijured twn other? who at

cempted to rc.it rain niuj. Ali the parti s had
been drii k ;ig together, and it is Said a woman
was the cause.

I'he Riehmoud D spa'.ch, say-: T. Spicer
Curlett, white Republic .n memberof the House
01 D legates from Lancaster county, and a mar¬

ried man, i& charged on a warrant with seduc-
lag a ywung girl named Maggie Williams. i> th

J) ive leii the c.iy.

i ftew Hampshire Election*
!' A summary of Ji the returns rec< ived up to

r.l o'clock a. lu. to-d ty is a* fo »«a : lyy wns

»ud wards give Cheney 31,763; Matey, 28 '.'50;
flEeudail and sCitferiog, 310. The snue towns

list year gave the R -public wjs 30 3lJ3, Demo-
(^.t- 2'J 737, Prohibition and scattering 5'Jl;
Republican net gain 2,552. A footing of the

^representatives at the same hour is as follows:

j]97 'owns aud wards elect 14.S llepdblicaua and
12(J Democrats. The Republican in;«jonty io
the 11 use la>t ycat wu« II. There is no doubt
that Cheney is elect- d Governor by the people
and the R publicans claim ti-a' bis majority
will he a? higii as 1,5U(J or 2.000. I'hey also
claim the House by Irom fiit^eo to twenty five
majority, but the exact ti^utes can only fie de-
t'rmiued by later returns. The Democrats
tliiuk the House verv close aud in douht. Ul
the e >unties the Republicans eiaim co hav.r car¬

ried six out of the leu, as follows : R icking-
ham, St ruff->rd, Hillsborough, Cheshire, .Sulli¬
van aud Merrimack. I he latter eou ty is
som* what iu doubt, hut the probabiluni are

that it ha? elect;.*'] Repub .can officers. l/»st
year the countit s were five Rcpublic-iu ano live
D 'UMcrat. Wi ll the exception ol the House,
the st¦ tus of which can only be determined by
further returns, and the CoudciI, which is

doubt fu1, the Republicans have made a clean
sweep.

LJTILL TliK* CO UK 'JU STILL i ii t. V
O GO.C netantly adding Lo our stock. 1'opu-
iar Goods.Popular Prices. Fancy Dress Goods
at and below coit.January 14, lS7»*. VVe have
tt great many goods in our stock which we are

selling at prices less than c> t ol importation,
and invite consumers and country merchants if

lake advantage of our low ligures. We are con¬

stantly in the market and receiving iresh g.-oOs
ail lh« lime.

, .

D. F. BKAS11 EA K,
H. B. Hi.omks No. 10.) King street.

jan 14 Alexandria, Va.

LiE.SS GOODSD

N

We have this week stilt further reduced from
.i74c to 2 )c a litio ol On-ss Goods which w-re

now this season. We do not wi.-h to put up any
of these goods in order to carry thorn ov.jr lo

next seas id.
fob 3 H. O. S LA Y M AK KK CO.

EW GOODS! POl'Ul.Aii FKICKS!
February 28, 187G.

Beautiful Calicoes, JiieaeheU Cottons and
Sheetings, Table Linens, Winn Cloth, Towel-
ings, and 1' (J. Cottons, togeth-r with a mil
line ol choice Mournibg Goods, juui n c>.*iv>-d by
H. IS H^omes. U. F. liKA.StiKAK,
_feb 28 ,No. luy liir.g streeL

MEDTAIiT'S ALE (Maryland Brewery)
supplied to dealers and consumer* al

blowers' prices by
K. li LAWSON A CO.,

leb 1] Agenti Jor Maryland tfrew»-ry.

C^IKEIGHTON'S PECTOKAL CuVaH
J L>K« )Pri will cure Colds, Coughs, «5£c.,

quicker than a*iy other preparation on the mar¬

ket Price per bottle.
tub Gbo King 6treet.

VJAC'HET PONDERS..Rose, Violet, Gera
O riiurn, Jockey Ciub, Heilotrope, and trang-
iponi. Just recoivod a iri-sh supply al

WAKF1ELD At 11ALL'S,
deel7 cor. Prit.ce and F»»iriH*^rt.-
HHDS POKTO KICO MOLASSEs. au.t-

& able for baking, just receiv-sd; also prime
^ew (Jrleans and Porto Kico Moinsflei, fjyrupa
and Strained lioney, for sale by
_dec 4 J C &EM1LHUK.V.

OLD MAN OF THE MOUISTaIN LIVKK
PILLS, the best article now in use for all

diseases arising from deranged liver, torn*-8
by * W. F. CKElGliTON,
__r.ov 3 Sole Agont for Alexandria

AVEKY HANO.-OME LliNE OF LA¬
DIES bCAK FS, L.tce Koa3 and "tlier

goods for Christmas just opened at reduced
prices.
_dec 13 H. C. SLA YMAKEK CO.

( iHOl'PING AXES and AX HELVES, of
v^' assorted quality; a largo lot just reCeiV'-il
at «8 King street, corner of Koyal. Whole-uie
snd retail. .

ocl 12 J. T. CKEIGHTON & M)N.

w1NDOW GLASS.A larjfesupply of 0x8,
8x10 andliJ*l2 in store and for j-ale at

lowest markel rates.
feb10 .JAN'NEY ACO.

MOUKMiNG GOODS and III.mCK U";
HAIKS, Black English BombaZi .es Hiid

Black French ilusiifj ju-t to hand
feb 24 H. C. oLAYMAKEK CO

1 A DOZEN MORS CNLAUlSDKIED
iSHiKTS; all nuinbers, only O'J

tuli 3 li. C. SLA YMAKEK CO.


